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THE GOOD NEWS BRIDGE

BAD NEWS: Man's Problem

I In this picture we see
Rhil’l:ml'hl; man is separated from God.

FROM Originally, man and God had

GOD fellowship with each other.

God and Adam walked
together in the Garden of
Eden. Then Adam and Eve

MAN GOD both sinned and were
A Ephesians 258 separated from God's
ETERNAL DEATH loaiah BAG ETERNALLIFE [ nresence. The Bible teaches

‘I_'.TII__Ia have sirsmzea-]:l'
CIMans = GODDDEEDS
2 The wages of sin is feooooccs]

dgan
[ttt

3. Judgemen is
2 RELIGION

cerlail
HELL (Revelations 21:8)

in the first three chapters
of Romans that all men,
whether born in a heathen
family or Christian family,
have sinned. "For all have
sinned and come short of

.
[Hebrews 9:27)

the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).

Man desperately tries to build his own bridges across to heaven. The
most common way that man tries to get to heaven is through his own good
works. But our good deeds are as filthy rags in the sight of a Holy God
(Isaiah 64:6).

Other men try through ethics or good morals to reach God. But generally
man does not live up to his own standard of values, much less God's standard
of righteousness. Man is not able to keep the "Ten Commandments" which are
only the elementary laws of God. The problem lies in man's deceitful heart
(Jeremiah 17:9).

Nor is education the answer. Knowledge increases our feelings of guilt.
God does not excuse our sin merely because we have been taught the truth.
"For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law
shall be justified" (Romans 2:13).

"But surely religion will save us," some will say. No, not even religion
will bring us back into fellowship with the Living God. Religion is good; it
offers good advice. Religion tells us what we should do and should not do.
But religion whether Buddhism, Daoism, Hindu, Islam, Jewish, Catholic or
Protestant cannot forgive our sins and save our souls. Only God can do that.
Sinful man does not need more religion. He needs a Savior.

Not only have all men sinned, but the result of sin is death. "For the
wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). Man was not created to die but to live
in fellowship with God. Yet because of Adam's sin, man inherits death.

And that is not all. The Bible tells us "...it is appointed unto men
once to die, but after this the judgment" (Hebrews 9:27). Judgment is
certain...it is inevitable. Every person is judged by the Almighty God, and
those whose sins are not forgiven are sent to hell, a place that was
originally prepared for Satan and his demons (Matthew 25:41).

It is a terrible picture. Man cannot bridge the gap to heaven. Left to
his own devices, man is helpless. Man is cut off from God and condemned by
his own sins. Sin... death... judgment... hell. Man's condition is
hopeless (Ephesians 2:12).

After you have finished reading the Assurances and have
quoted John 5:24 word perfectly, please have a witness sign
the Certificate of Completion below, then return it to your
instructor in person or by mail. You will then be given a
“Gospel of John Bible Study” Bible study to help you grown
in your understanding of God and your new relationship with
Him. Space is provided below for your name and address.

The Four Assurances

ASSURANCE OF SALVATION
John 5:24 (NIV)

I tell you the truth, whoever
hears my word and believes him
who sent me has eternal life and
will not be condemned; he has
crossed over from death to life.

John 5:24

ASSURANCE OF VICTORY
1 Corinthians 10:13 (NIV)

No temptation has seized you
except what is common to man.
And God is faithful; he will not
let you be tempted beyond what
you can bear. But when you are
tempted, he will also provide a
way out so that you can stand up
under it.

1 Corinthians 10:13

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
1 John 1:9 (NIV)

If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify
us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:9

ASSURANCE OF ANSWERED PRAYER

John 16:24 (NIV)
Until now you have not asked for
anything in my name. Ask and you

will receive, and your joy will
be complete.

John 16:24

GOOD NEWS: God's Solution

In this picture,
however, we see that God in
His great love provided a 1.Christ died for our sins.
way of deliverance. God had "[:‘F.”'g,":f;,z;‘e:"g.'m]

a wonderful plan designed 2.He was bured
before the world began to 3He arose fram deakh,
bring sons and daughters

back to live with Him MAN ﬁ |_] GO
forever. Only one man could

THE GOSPEL (1 Cerinthians 15:3-4)
Jasus Christ: Son of God

ETERMNAL DEATH John 14:6 ETERNAL LIFE

bridge the gap that

separated man from God. T ave e - Jesus Christ is truly
That man must belong both Z.T:hw"ages of sin is Gl and truly man.
to man and to God. If he is (Fomans 6:23) He is the bridge
not man he cannot represent |3 Judgementis :’:;”99” God and
us; if he is not God, he e rews a:27) L (Feratons 21.4) .

cannot save us.
So God sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, to be born as a man. Jesus is
the Son of Man born of Mary, and the Son of God conceived through the Holy

ASSURANCES
CERTIFICATION OF COMPLETION

I have finished reading this booklet, "Assurances," and have
repeated the Assurance of Salvation John 5:24, including the
title, reference and verse word-perfect, in the presence of
a witness. Please send me the next lesson, "Lesson One:
Understanding the Gospel of John," at the address listed

below.

My name:

My address:

My phone:

My e-mail:

Witness's signature:




e Then each time you review
the verse, state the topic,
the reference, the verse, and
the reference again at the
end.

e By repeating the reference
before and after the verse,
it helps you remember the
location of it in the Bible.
The key to successful

Scripture memory is daily
review. Review the verse every
day until it becomes part of
you. Carry cards with you so
that they are handy for use
during your spare time.
Scripture memory can become a
lifetime habit that will give
you blessing and strength as you
learn to apply the verses to
your life.
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Spirit. He is not part man and part God, but 100% man and 100% God. In
theology He is called "Very God" and "Very Man." There is but one qualified
to become our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

This man Jesus did many wonderful miracles, but we are not saved by the
miracles of Jesus. He taught many beautiful lessons, but we are not saved by
following the ethical teachings of Jesus. He healed many people from their
sickness, but the healing of the body does not guarantee the healing of the
soul. The fact is that we are not saved through all those marvelous things
that Jesus did in His life. The life of Jesus demonstrated that He was the
Son of God; but more is necessary for my salvation.

Jesus Christ had to die on the cross for my sins. Oh, the wonder of it
all! Jesus died for me, and for you. The cross of Christ is the bridge from
death to eternal life.

Yet Christ not only died to pay for my sins, He arose from the grave that
I might be made righteous (Romans 4:25) and might live forever as a child of
God. This is the Good News, the historic gospel, "...that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures; and that He was buried, and that He
arose again the third day according to the Scriptures" (lCorinthians 15:3,4).

CONCLUSION: Man's Response

THE GOSPEL (i Corinthians 15:3-9) Jesus died to save all
Jesus Chnst: Son of God men, yet all men are not
1.Chirist died for our sins. saved. Why? Because God

‘?&Rﬂ%éfﬁha will not force you to
2Ha was buriad. believe. You have a choice,

2.He arose from death.

and that choice will
determine your eternal
destiny. How can you be
saved?

Jesus says, "I tell you
1We have elenal life| the truth, whoever hears my

MAN

ETERMAL DEATH John 148

1.4l have sinnad”

(Remans $:238) _EULD DEEDS (present)

2."The wages of sin Is - 2We wil not come words and believes him who
death T M e ridoemant 2E=-2SVes !
(Ramans 6:23) EoUCATION uhu%} sent me has eternal life and

3?@%’5&%“?@‘1“ gill not be condemned; he

. as crossed over from death
to life" (John 5:24 NIV).
Since you have already heard Jesus’ words, you must only believe in order to
possess eternal life.

Believe what? Believe that Jesus died on the cross for your sins, was
buried and rose again from the dead. Believe He is truly the Son of God, and
accept Him as your personal Savior. When you do so, you have everlasting
life. You will not be judged by God in the future or sent to hell, because
all your past, present and future sins have been forgiven by God and covered
by the blood of Jesus that was shed on the cross. You have indeed already
passed from death to life.

Jesus says, "Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me"
(Revelation 3:20 NIV). Jesus knocks at the door of your heart. To believe is
to "open the door" and invite Jesus in.

Now that you have heard the Gospel, you need to answer several specific
questions:

1. Do you understand this?

If you don't understand the basic facts of the gospel, you have no
basis for faith. "Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of
God" (Romans 10:17).

If you do understand this presentation, then...

2. Are you willing to believe right now?

Through faith alone you are saved; it is a personal decision of the
will--your will.
If you are willing to believe now, then...
3. Will you pray aloud and ask Christ to come into your heart?
"For whosoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Romans
10:13). To be saved:
-the mind must be enlightened,
-the emotions must be stirred,
-the will must be changed.
Pray in your own words something like this: Dear Father in heaven, I
acknowledge that I am a guilty sinner and deserve Your judgment. But I
believe that You loved me and sent Your Son, Jesus, to die on the cross for
my sins. I pray that Jesus will come into my heart, forgive my sins, and
give me eternal life. Amen.

3. Judgement is

cerlain.
(Hebrews 8:27) HELL (Revelations 218)
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Please use this verse to get rid of the doubt and fear Satan
whispers into your heart. God promises us that whoever believes in
Jesus Christ will surely be saved. Salvation is based on God's word;
this is why we know we are saved. It is not based on "feelings," or
good deeds or being a good person.

Notice in this verse that Jesus clearly says if you have heard the
gospel and believed in God and Jesus, the Savior God has sent, you
have crossed over from death to life--you are saved right now and have
eternal life. In the future you will definitely not be condemned to
Hell--the place God prepared for Satan and his demons, together with
all those who are not willing to believe in Jesus Christ. Please
memorize this verse to get rid of the doubt and fear in your heart,
and extinguish the flaming arrows of the evil one (Eph 6:16).

Assurance of Victory

Another attack from Satan may be along this line: He will
whisper to you, "You have life, all right, but you are a weakling;
you have always been a weakling." He will remind you of some sin,
which has gripped you for years. He will point to something of
which you are keenly aware, and say, "You are weak, and you will not
be able to stand against this temptation. You may be able to stand
against others, but not this one."

How will you answer him? Will you attempt to reason? Will you
try to produce your own arguments? Will you run to see what other
people say? Or will you rely on God's word? The second verse to
memorize--1Corinthians 10:13--is chosen especially to meet this
attack of Satan. "No temptation has seized you except what is
common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also
provide a way out so that you can stand up under it."

This gives Assurance of Victory. God promises victory. It
belongs to you as His child. Believe Him, and you will see how God
does things that are impossible with men. It will thrill you to see
chains of lifetime habits broken by His mighty power.

Assurance of Forgiveness

Now let us take a look at the third step of Satan's attack.
Although victory over sin is rightfully yours, there will be times
when you miss the way of escape and you will fail and sin against
God. Once you do, your enemy will be on the job immediately: "Now
you've done it. Aren't you supposed to be a Christian? Christians
don't do those things."

But God makes provision in His word for the failures of His
children, as we see in the third verse on Assurance of Forgiveness,
1John 1:9: "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness."
In this verse God promises not only to forgive us, but also to
cleanse us. What a gracious provision!

Assurance of Answered Prayer
A spiritual babe needs to learn that he can speak directly to his
Heavenly Father through Jesus Christ. He can confidently enter God's
presence and talk to Him about everything that affects his life
(Philippians 4:6). In memory verse John 16:24, Jesus gives us the
assurance that He will answer our prayers.

How to Memorize a Verse

U Read the verse several times to get the meaning.

. Start with the topic and reference; "Assurance of Salvation, John
5:24," and say it several times with the first phrase of the verse.

. Then when you can say that by heart, add the next phrase,
and say the topic and reference together with both phrases.

. Continue phrase by phrase until you can say the entire verse
from memory.
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ASSURANCES

Jesus said, "Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him,
and he with me." (Revelation 3:20)

Along with this wonderful truth the Scripture also says, "But to
all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God" (John 1:12).

If you have to the best of your knowledge received Jesus Christ,
God's Son, as your own Savior, according to the Scriptures quoted
above you have become a child of God in whom Jesus Christ dwells.

Too many people make the mistake of measuring the certainty of
their salvation by their feelings. Don't make this tragic mistake.
Believe God! Take Him at His word: "I write these things to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that
you have eternal life" (1John 5:13).

You have become a child of God; you have been born into His
family as a spiritual babe. You have the potential to live the rest
of your life in victorious obedience to God. It is our desire to
share with you a few simple truths that will strengthen you, and
keep you safe from the onslaughts of Satan.

In lPeter 2:2 you will read, "Like newborn babies, crave pure
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation."
And in Acts 20:32 you will read, "Now I commit you to God and to the
word of his grace, which can build you up." His word will now serve
as your spiritual food and will build you up in the faith.

If you don't have a Bible, please get one and begin to read it
faithfully every day. It is important that you begin to set aside
time, preferably in the morning, to read and study the word of God,
and to pray. A good place to start reading would be the Gospel of
John or the Gospel of Mark.

A very effective way to get the Bible into your life is to begin
memorizing key portions of it. Why should we do this? In Psalm
119:9 we read, "How can a young man keep his way pure? By living

according to your word." Then in verse 11 the psalmist says to the
Lord, "I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin
against you." God's word gives us answers to everyday problems. So

we challenge you to hide Scripture in your heart--to memorize it--to
become stronger in your Christian life. 1In this booklet we have
included a few key passages with which you may begin.

But first, let us consider the new enemy you now face. Before you
trusted Christ, Satan may not have bothered you particularly, but now
you have left his crowd and joined the ranks of those who believe in
and follow the Son of God and His word. You are no longer in Satan's
domain. You belong to Christ, who has bought and paid for you with a
price--the price of His own blood shed on the cross.

You may be sure that Satan will attempt to trouble you. His attacks
assume many forms, but we want to speak of some of the most common ones,
and help you resist them successfully. The four verses of Scripture in
this course will equip you for your first encounters with the enemy.

Assurance of Salvation

Satan's first approach is often to cast doubt on the work God
has done in your heart. Although you won't hear his audible voice,
he will whisper this in your mind: "You don't think you are saved
and your sins forgiven just by believing and receiving Christ?
Surely that is not enough!"

What will your answer be? Your only hope of successfully
resisting such an attack is to resort to God's word. What does God
say about the matter? That is the important thing. The first
memory passage, John 5:24 is entitled Assurance of Salvation, and
says, "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my words and believes
him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has
crossed over from death to life."
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